
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Maine:  Yesterday and Today  (Integrated Research Project) 
 
Unit Designers: Grade 4 Team 
 
Level(s): Fourth Grade 

 
Time Span: 10 Weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep             Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
Unique people and events have had a major impact on Maine’s history.  Students will read, research and 
explore ways to develop a deeper understanding of Maine, its people, products and events.  Students will 
also look into the history and development of manufacturing and industry in Maine and the role this has 
played in the history of our State.  The vehicle for this learning is phase two in a three year research 
project.  Readings will be used to build background knowledge, summarize the main idea and identify the 
impact/consequence of the selected Maine topic.  Writing instruction will focus on the Six Traits and 
Conventions.   
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
D. Geography 
D.1. Geographic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes and Patterns:  Students understand the geography of 
the community, Maine, the United States, and various regions of the world. 
 
E. History 
E.1. Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes and Patterns:  Students understand various major eras 
in the history of the community, Maine, and the United States. 
 
E.2. Individual, Cultural, International, and Global Connections in History:  Students understand 
historical aspects of unity and diversity in the community, Maine, and the United States, including Maine 
Native American communities. 
 
English Language Arts:  
A. Reading 
A.1. Interconnected Elements: Students read and draw conclusions from texts, within a grade appropriate span of 
text complexity, by applying their knowledge and strategies of comprehension, vocabulary, alphabetic, and fluency. 
 
A.3. Informational Texts: Students read, paraphrase, and summarize informational texts, within a grade 
appropriate span of text complexity, for different purposes.  
 
B. Writing 
B.1. Interconnected Elements. Students use a writing process with an emphasis on the 
development of a central idea, for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
 
C. Research 
C. 1.  Research: Students create, identify and answer research questions by gathering information from print and 
non-print sources and document sources and communicate findings. 
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D. Language 
D.1. Grammar and Usage: Students use the parts of speech, and vary sentence structure to communicate. 
 
D.2. Mechanics: Students apply the rules of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling to communicate. 
 
E. Listening & Speaking  
E.1 Listening. Students apply active listening skills.  
 
F. Media 
F.1. Analysis of Media. Students explain that the same information can have different effects when presented 
through different forms of media. 
 
Key Pre-Requisites:  
 Knowledge:       
 Identify several major events in Maine’s history   
 Name the various geographical features of Maine  
 List several natural resources of Maine    
 Use an encyclopedia      
 Web based search engines     
  
 Skills:         
 Place dates in chronological order 
 Use research skills to gather information 
 Create questions to drive their research 
 Write a draft using the 6 Traits 
 Reading for a purpose 
 Summarizing 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
One person can make a difference in the lives of others. 
The geography of a region impacts the way people live in that region. 
Different eras pose different challenges to people living at those times. 
The work of people is often determined by the natural resources and geography of the region.  
Research sources can contain different information about the same topic. 
Identify reliable sources  
Research requires a variety of skills and strategies  
Questions drive research 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:  
(Social Studies) 
How does the geography of Maine affect the industries located here? 
How does the economy of Maine reflect its diverse, geography, and population? 
How does one person change the course of history? 
(ELA) 
What skills and strategies are required to conduct research? 
How can we gather information effectively and efficiently? 
What is a fact? 
What is an opinion? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

Use print and non-print resources to gather information 
 Examine the contributions of famous Mainers 
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 Relate Maine’s natural resources to industry and manufacturing businesses 



 Skills: 
 Organize information in a logical sequence 
 Create graphic organizers to compare various eras in Maine history 
 Compare and contrast life in Maine history 
 Develop note taking skills  
 Expand questioning techniques 
 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Written reports 
Graphic organizers 
Charts 
Oral discussions 
Written paragraphs 
Written common summative assessment  (The Search is On!) 

 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Possible Hooks: 
Lost on a Mountain in Maine  by Donn Fendler 
L is for Lobster by Cynthia Furlong Reynolds  
Marvelous Mattie  by Emly Arnold McCully  
Books by Robert McClosky 
Penny for Hundred by Mary Beth Owens 
Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie  by Peter and Connie Roop 
Adventure At the Popham Colony  by Alex Popham King 
Giants in the Land by Diana Appelbaum 
Where in Maine Activity (found in 3rd trimester binder) 
 
Read a variety of texts, fiction or non-fiction, to gather information. 
Research and write about various Maine people and events. 
Construct timelines. 
View videos on Maine history. 
Participate in discussions/debates regarding major events in Maine’s history. 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Dramatize the life and times of various celebrated Maine individuals. 
Power point presentation of research topic  
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Research Maine topics and people on the internet using search engines such as “ask .com or google” 
Watch videos on Maine people, events and products  
Internet research through ww.portaportal.com  (guest piraino), (guest mbickford) 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Maine Studies Weekly 
Maine:  Hello, USA 
America the Beautiful:  Maine 
From Sea to Shining Sea, Maine 
www.maine.gov 
 
Resources and Websites: 
 Harvey, Stephanie. Nonfiction Matters. Stenhouse. 1998. 
 Heard, Georgia. The Revision Toolbox. Heinemann, 2002. 
 Kemper, Nason, Elsholz, and Sebranek. Writers’ Express. Great Source Education 
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 Group, Inc. 2000. 

http://www.maine.gov/
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 Lane, Barry. After the End. Heinemann, 1993. 
 Language Arts: A Project of the National Council of Teachers of English and 
 International Reading Association.IRA/NCTE. 1996. 
 Myers, Miles and Elizabeth Spalding. Assessing Student Performance Grades K-5, 
 Exemplar Series. National Council of Teachers of English. 1997. 
 www.ncte.org/standards/standards.shtml 
 New Standards Performance Standards-Elementary School. National Center on 

Education and The Economy and the University of Pittsburgh. 1997. 
 Portalupi, Joann and Fletcher, Ralph. Nonfiction Craft Lessons. Stenhouse. 2001 
 Routman, Regie. Conversations. Heinemann. 2000. 
 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
 

The Search is On! 


